
NEWSLETTER  - DECEMBER  2011

Dear  Paren ts                                   

The  coun t d o w n  to  Chr is t m as  has  f ina l l y  begun  in  Be l g r o v e  and  the  chi l d r e n  are  very  exc i t ed  and  
busy  in  schoo l,  prac t i s i n g  for  the  Chr is t m as  Conce r t ,  wr i t i n g  the i r  let te rs  to  Santa  and  deco ra t i n g  
the  classrooms  and  cloak r o o m s  w i t h  the i r  wonde r f u l  Chr i s t m as  art wo r k .   

Christmas Concert
The  Chr i s t mas  Conce r t  is  a trad i t i o n  in  Be l g r o v e  Jun i o r  Gi r l s ’  Schoo l.   A  lot  of  prepa ra t i o n  goes  
into  the  conce r t  on  the  par t  of  the  chi l d r e n,  teachers  and  paren ts.   We  th in k  it  is  wo r t h  it!  Who  
kno ws  when  a star  is  born?   Ma y be  some  of  the  chi l d r e n  tread i n g  the  boards  th is  year  w i l l  
ente r ta i n  us  again  in  the  futu re.   The  impo r t a n t  th i ng  for  us  is  that  ever y  ch i l d  gets  a chance  to  
per f o r m  and  exper i e n ce  wo r k i n g  toget he r  as a team.   We  are  tho ro u g h l y  enjo y i n g  the  
prepara t i o n s  and  the  conce r ts  w i l l  be  the  ic i n g  on  the  cake.

The  week  beg in n i n g  12  Decem be r  is  conce r t  week  and  the  chi l d r e n  w i l l  enter ta i n  the  three  othe r  
schoo l s  on  the  campus  on  var i o u s  days.   Paren ts  are  inv i t e d  to  come  to  see  thei r  chi l d r e n  on  15  
and  16  Decem be r.   Due  to  space  rest r i c t i o n s  the  paren ts  of  chi l d r e n  in  Rooms 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 
are invited to attend the concert on Thursday, 15 December at 11.00am.  Paren ts  of  chi l d r e n  
in  Rooms 1, 3, 5 and 9 are invited to attend the concert on Friday, 16 December at 11.00am. 
The  conce r t  w i l l  end  w i t h  a Grand  Fina le  whe re  the  who l e  schoo l  w i l l  sing  toge the r  – please  jo i n  
in.   The  chi l d r e n  w i l l  be  back  in  the i r  classroom s  at  12.30  appro x.  and  may  be  col lec t ed  from  
there  if  you  wan t  to  take  them  home  ear l y  that  day.   Please do not collect your child before this 
time as she will be singing in the Grand Finale.  Un f o r t u n a t e l y ,  because  of  space  rest r i c t i o n s  
bugg ies  and  prams  canno t  be  fac i l i t a t e d  in  the  hal l.   We  need  to  keep  the  cent re  ais le  clear  fo r  the  
chi l d r e n  to  enter.

Helix Trip
 A l l  the  chi l d r e n  in  the  schoo l  w i l l  go  to  the  He l i x  on  Tuesda y,  20 Decem be r  to  see  an  or i g i n a l  
play  w i t h  mus i c  “Santa  Comes  to  Hear t l a n d ”,  wr i t t e n  and  di rec ted  by  Grá i n ne  Jordan.   The  play  
w i l l  inv o l v e  lots  of  sing i n g  and  aud ience  par t i c i p a t i o n.   The  show  is  on  dur i n g  the  schoo l  day  and  
the  chi l d r e n  w i l l  be  avai l a b l e  for  co l l ec t i o n  as norma l .
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Parent/Teacher Meetings
Man y  thanks  fo r  you r  co-opera t i o n  on  the  paren t/teache r  meet i n g  days.   Paren ts  are  alwa y s  
we l c o me  to  the  schoo l  and  if  you  w ish  to  discuss  any  mat te r  w i t h  the  class  teacher  or  the  
Pr in c i pa l ,  please  do  not  hesi ta te  to  make  an  appo i n t m e n t  and  we  w i l l  meet  you  at  a mu tua l l y  
conven i e n t  time.   

Parents’ Association
Mem b e r s  of  the  Paren ts ’  Assoc ia t i o n  are  dist r i b u t i n g  raf f l e  tic ke ts  today  and  th is  year  there  are  
some  ver y  exc i t i n g  pr i zes!  The  proceeds  of  the  raf f l e  w i l l  go  towa r d s  the  cost  of  stag i ng  the  
conce r t  and  the  draw  w i l l  take  place  dur i n g  the  conce r t  inte r va l  on  both  days.   Dona t i o n s  for  the  
raf f l e  (espec ia l l y  unusua l  pr i zes) wou l d  be  great l y  apprec i a ted  by  the  Paren ts ’  Assoc i a t i o n .   Ex t ra  
raf f l e  tic ke ts  are  avai l a b l e.

New Board of Management
A  meet i n g  w i l l  take  place  in  the  schoo l  hal l  th is  Wed nes da y,  30 Nov em be r  at  8.00pm  in  order  to  
elec t  two  paren t  represen ta t i v es  to  the  new  Boa r d  of  Manageme n t .  

Something Different for Christmas
The  loca l  St  V i n ce n t  de  Pau l  Con f e r e n ce  is  organ is i n g  hampe rs  for  fam i l i e s  in  need  th is  
Chr is t m as.   I f  you  wou l d  l i ke  to  dona te  any  non-per ishab l e  items  fo r  th is  wo r t h w h i l e  cause  please  
send  them  in  to  the  schoo l  by Friday, 16 December.  

Man resa  House,  Do l l y m o u n t ,  is  host i n g  a ‘Christmas Preparation for Children’ on  Satu r da y,  17  
Decem be r  from  3.00-5.00pm.   A l l  are  we l c o m e.

Education Cuts
The  prepa ra t i o n s  for  Budge t  2012  are  unde r w a y  and  as paren ts  w i t h  chi l d r e n  in  the  schoo l  we  are  
ask i ng  you  to  make  you r  vo i ces  heard  in  demand i n g  of  th is  gove rn m e n t  that  no  fur t he r  inc reases  
to  class  size  are  made.   Ir ish  class  sizes  are  the  second  bigges t  in  Euro pe.    An  inc rease  in  class  
size  wou l d  make  a big  di f f e r en ce  to  wha t  we  teach  and  how  we  teach  it.   Class  size  af fec ts  al l  
pup i l s.   It  is  cr i t i c a l  now  that  we  make  our  views  kno w n  to  al l  pub l i c  represen ta t i v es  in  orde r  to  
emphas i se  the  value  and  impo r t a n ce  of  educa t i o n  for  our  chi l d r e n.   Educa t i o n  is  the  key  to  an  
inc l us i v e  and  prospe ro us  futu re  for  al l  the  ci t i z ens  of  th is  is land.  

Dates for your Diary
Thu rs da y,  15  and  Fr i da y,  16  Decem be r  – Chr is t mas  Conce r t  in  schoo l  hal l  at  1 1.00am.  
Mon d a y ,  19  Decem be r  – Santa  v is i t  organ i sed  by  Paren ts ’  Assoc ia t i o n.  
Tuesda y,  20 Decem be r  – Chr i s t mas  Play  at  He l i x .   
Thu rs da y,  22  Decem be r  - Schoo l  closes  at  12.00 for  Chr i s t mas  hol i da y s.
Mo n d a y ,  9 Januar y  2012  - Schoo l  re-opens.  
31  Januar y  2012  - Clos i n g  date  for  enro l m e n t  app l i c a t i o n s  for  Jun io r  In fan t s  2012.
                                                                                                                                           

PA T R I C I A  O’D O N O G H U E                                                                               
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